SOUTHERN AFRICAN CONFEDERATION OF AGRICULTURAL UMIONS

Positions on Climate Change

The Southern African Confederation of Agricultural Union (SACAU)' is aware that Climate Change is already affecting
agriculture in the region and acknowledges that it will continue to do so in the future. Despite being marginally
responsible for the causes of Climate Change in comparison with industrialised countries, southern Africa is expected to
be seriously hit by its impacts, and agriculture is likely to be the most affected sector in the region. SACAU is concerned
that adverse impacts of Climate Change on agriculture in southern Africa will put in jeopardy national and regional food
security, as well as the livelihoods of the many poor people relying on agriculture, particularly women. Therefore, it
considers addressing Climate Change as a matter of urgency. In line with the principle of a common but differentiated
responsibility, it stresses the importance of adopting strategies for both Climate Change mitigation and adaptation in the
agricultural sector in southern Africa, using both market-based and development approaches. In this regard, the role of
international agreements and frameworks in addressing Climate Change is well-acknowledged. However any measures
adopted at international, regional or national levels should be fair and not impede the development of southern African
countries given the role that agriculture plays.

The following are SACAU'’s policy positions on Climate Change:
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1 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
2 Africa-wide Civil Society Climate Change Initiative for Policy Dialogue, supported by SADC and COMESA.
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' The Southern African Confederation of Agricultural Unions (SACAU) is an organisation that represents the interest of farmers in
southern Africa. Its membership is open to national farmers unions and regional commodity associations based in the region. It
currently has 14 members from 10 countries in southern Africa :

- Botswana Agricultural Union (BAU) -
- Lesotho National Farmers Union (LENAFU) -
- Coalition Paysanne de Madagascar (CPM) -
- Confédération des Agriculteurs Malagasy (FEKRITAMA) -
- Farmers Union of Malawi (FUM) =
- National Smallholder Farmers’Association of Malawi (NASFAM) -
- Namibia Agricultural Union (NAU) -

Seychelles Farmers Association (SEYFA)
Agri-South Africa (AgriSA)

National African Farmers Union-SA (NAFU-SA)
Agricultural Council of Tanzania (ACT)

Zambia National Farmers Union (ZNFU)
Commercial Farmers Union of Zimbabwe (CFU)
Zimbabwe Farmers Union (ZFU).

The organisation is recognised as the main dialogue partner on agricultural matters by the two regional economic communities in
southern Africa, namely the Southern African Development Community (SADC) and the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa
(COMESA), and collaborates with other regional and international institutions and agencies dealing with agriculture and rural
development.

For further information :
Southern African Confederation of Agricultural Unions (SACAU)
P.O. Box 10480, Centurion 0046, South Africa
Tel: +27 (0) 12 644 08 08 - Fax: + 27 (0) 12 644 83 86 - Email: info@sacau.org
http://www.sacau.org
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